KABLOONA
What goes on in the Eskimo's mind in the matter of trading
is rudimentary but complex. It starts in the igloo before he
embarks for the Post. There, swollen with pride, he drinks mug
upon mug of tea and boasts to his wife and his visitors. He is
the great hunter, the man who can do anything he sets his mind
to; the man who could if he wished trap all foxes on the island.
(All "this because he has four foxes in a sack.) When he gets to
the Store, he will show them all how to handle the Kabloona.
And what happens at the Store is that out of vanity he makes
a fool of himself.
I'll take two foxes5 worth of tobacco. No, not just half a fox
worth, but two foxes* worth! That's the kind of man I am!3
All this to make his friends sit up. For in the igloo it was not
thus that he had planned to trade. Once he and his wife were
alone, they had taken a sort of inventory, they had arrived at a
notion of what they needed for their well-being. The wife (I
have said this before) would get more or less what she wanted;
but several things would intervene to land the husband with
things worthless to him. First, his lack of memory. Secondly,
his vanity. Finally, the deep social sense of all Eskimos, the
magnanimity they never fail to display towards their kind,
and which here in the Store leads them to take things in trade
that will be rapidly bestowed upon others, like that excessive
amount of tobacco.
Another thing that he must count with is his notion of the
white man. The Kabloona is part old fox and part madman.
The old fox in him has learnt all the Eskimo tricks, and when
you stood on the other side of the counter from him, at the
Store, you wanted to play your cards with care. There was
almost always an audience of friends present: therefore, as a
matter of face you had to do the Kabloona in the eye or lose
caste. And the remarkable thing was that the Eskimo always
believed, whatever he brought away from the Store, that he
had done the white man in the eye; and for hours afterwards,
in the igloo, the thought would continue to give him enormous
pleasure.
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